
Monday, June 30 2008 the AAMS 

(Association of Air Medical Ser-

vices) gave it’s approval on a 

recent bill to increase safety of 

crew and passengers on 

aircraft providing emer-

gency medical services.  

The bill would provide 

the necessary changes 

within the air-medical 

community to promote 

a safe transport environ-

ment to patients and 

crews while continuing 

to provide much needed 

air medical transport to 

critically ill and injured 

patients.   

H.R. 3939 would provide the 

following valuable and practical 

safety improvements: 

The necessary regulatory 

framework to operate all air 

medical flight with medical 

crew on board under Part 

135  rules while maintaining 

access to the safety enhance-

ments offered by instrument 

flight rules. 

Require that all air medical 

operator perform flight risk 

evaluation before flight, as 

recommended by AAMS, 

the National EMS Pilot’s 

Association, and the Air 

Medical Safety Advisory 

Council and according to 

the systems recommended 

by the Federal Aviation 

Administration. 

Requires the FAA to estab-

lish performance based 

flight dispatch procedures to 

ensure effective operational 

control over air medical 

flight without prohibiting 

their ability to serve their 

community’s by providing 

safe and effective air medical  

transport. 

Requires a study of the effec-

tiveness and operation 

of new flight data and 

cockpit voice re-

cording technology 

that would provide 

safety information for 

training and other 

purposes in addition 

to aiding post-crash 

investigation.  The 

study would include 

engineers, regulators, 

and operators in the air medi-

cal community, and address 

issues of portability and 

financial concerns.  The bill 

also requires that these de-

vices be required according 

to a timeline developed by 

the FAA study. 

AAMS will continue to work with 

congress and the FAA to find the 

most effective and practical ways 

to increase safety in the air medi-

cal community.  HR 3939 is a 

tremendous step in that direction. 

H.R. 3939 
 A bill to increase the safety of crew and passengers on 

aircraft providing emergency medical services. 

UTH BIRTHDAYS! 
 

Brady Andersen 

 07/01 

Gabe Henrie 

 07/30 

Derek Quirl 

 07/30 

Chad Bigler 

 07/30 

Blaine Jemmett 

 7/15 

Chad Kartchner 

 7/1 

 

Coming soon, Chopper Duck! 
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Upcoming 

Events 
 

July 4th: IDA 
10:00 am 

442WM will be fea-
tured in Idaho Falls’ 
4th of July parade. 

 

July 24th: U77 
10:00 am 

Fiesta Day’s parade. 

 
 

Keep your eyes to the skies! 



 

 

 

 

 

Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

(check out www.bristowgroup.com) 

WHEN: TUESDAY, JULY 15TH 

TIME: 6:00P.M. 

WHERE: U77 OFFICE 

ALL INSTRUTORS AND STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO COME INTRODUCE THEMSELVES TO 

THE RECRUITERS OF AIR LOGISTICS AND GAIN MORE INFORMATION ON THE INDUSTRY 

AND WHAT IS AHEAD!!! 

YOU MUST RSVP BY WED. JULY 9TH TO erin@utahhelicopter.com 
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Jason Foote is the most recent addi-

tion to our ever growing flock of 

CFIIs here at UTH. He is instruct-

ing at our popular West Jordan lo-

cation, and loving every minute of 

it. Jason began his training at UHI 

in May of 2006. He states that “ I 

have always wanted to fly, and 

since my brother flies fixed wing I 

decided to fly helicopters.” Well 

Jason, we're glad you did! Jason 

doesn't yet have a dream helicopter 

job, but states that flying is “the 

best job!” His favorite maneuver to 

perform in a helicopter is either 180 

autos or straight-in autos, and his 

greatest accomplishment is getting 

his CFII. When asked what has 

been your most nerve racking ex-

perience he had a little story to tell: 

“I was flying a new helicopter from 

Torrance, CA to Dallas, TX. I was 

going through Palm Springs when I 

encountered some extreme wind 

shear and before I knew it I was 

sideways with over a 1000 foot per 

min descent rate being tossed back 

and forth.” 

 When Jason isn't flying helicopters 

you can find him camping, fishing, 

hunting and hiking 

with his wife, Katie, 

and their two kids, 

Kason and Rylie.  

Jason’s first vehicle 

was a 2000 Jeep 

Cherokee, but his favorite is 

“anything chevy.” Jason loves to 

watch basketball and Nascar, but 

states that he doesn't have a favorite 

movie. He says he isn't a big reader 

but when he does decide to pick up 

a book he always goes for his favor-

ite, the FAR/AIM. His favorite food 

is Mexican and his least is salad. 

Regarding whether Jason's glass is 

half full, or half empty he says, “it 

depends on the day.”  In Jason’s 

spare time you can find him listen-

ing to some country music or 

watching his 

favorite T.V. 

show, 24.  

Jason’s hero 

is his dad, 

“He has al-

ways been there for me and is a 

hard worker!” We are so very glad 

to have Jason as part of our team 

here at Utah Helicopter! 

Instructor Spotlight: Jason Foote ð West Jordan 

ñI love my job here at Utah 

Helicopter!ò 



Check Rides: 

Bryce Wilson, Commercial 

— U42 

Rachel Teater, CFI — U42 

Initial Solo Flights: 

Brady Andersen — IDA 

Blaine Jemmett — IDA 

Kevin Anderson — IDA 

Derek Quirl — IDA 

Congratulations! July Check Rides, Solos and New Employees 
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enjoy a career flying for an execu-

tive, or possibly somewhere out of 

the country. Kade's most nerve 

racking experience occurred just 

after his first solo. He was on an-

other solo flight when he caught 

some pretty severe turbu-

lence. 

When Kade isn't here at 

Utah Helicopter you can 

find him spending time 

with his wife, Megan, and their dog, 

Dakota, or cat, Bean. In his spare 

time Kade enjoys mountain biking, 

riding his four wheelers, wood 

working and the occasional video 

game. You also may catch him 

watching a little basketball, football 

or soccer, reading his favorite maga-

zine, Dirtwheels or listening to 

“ p r e t t y 

much any 

kind of 

music.” His 

f a v o r i t e 

food is steak or Italian but he states 

that “Bombay House is pretty 

good.”    For Kade’s final comments 

he says, “The end is in sight!  I can’t 

wait to work for Utah Helicopter!” 

Kade Gourley's helicopter career 

started when he was six years old. 

He sat in an Apache with the target-

ing headgear on and he fell for heli-

copters hook, line and sinker! 

Kade's career with Utah Helicopter 

began April 25, 2007. When asked 

what his favorite experience in a 

helicopter thus far has been his an-

swer was as follows: “first solo, 

night flight, solo cross country, solo 

night flight, take your pick”. Kade's 

proudest moment has been getting 

his commercial license, but says “I 

still have my whole career ahead of 

me.” When Kade heads out into the 

“real world” He thinks he might 

Shaun Michaelis is the definition of 

“Hard Worker”. He completed 35 

hours of flight and ground in just 

two weeks to be able to finish his 

Private Pilot on time. 

Shaun began his career with Utah 

Helicopter this last January at the 

Idaho Falls location. When asked 

why he wanted to fly helicopters his 

answer was clear and simple. 

“Always wanted to fly”. When 

Shaun finishes his training he looks 

forward to flying heli-skiing tours, 

or Search and Rescue up in the 

great state of Alaska. His most 

nerve racking moment since first 

starting to fly has been his Private 

Pilot check ride, but this experience 

is one he is most proud of. Shaun's 

favorite maneuver in a helicopter is 

Student Spotlight: Kade Gourley ð Spanish Fork 

an O.G.E. Hover, and when asked 

“To me , flying is. . . Shaun an-

swered “not like driving.” 

When Shaun isn't hard at work here 

in the Red Baron you can find him 

spending time with his wife, Jacque 

and children Keeda and Kimber. He 

loves to relax and watch golf, his 

favorite move “Treasure Planet” or 

his favorite T.V. Show “Prison 

Break”. Shaun is a glass half full 

kind of guy who always tries to “not 

do something stupid today”. 

Student Spotlight: Shawn MichaelisðIdaho Falls, ID 

New Employees 

Marlen Savik, Director of 

Student Services 

Jason Foote, CFII — U42 

“ I always look forward to my 

next flight.  Flying gives me 

some sense of freedom.”  



Headquarters: 56 East 3450 North, Spanish 

Fork,  UT 84660 

Phone: (801) 794-2480 / Fax (801) 794-2470 

 

7220 South 4450 West, Suite #203 

 West Jordan, UT 84084 

Phone: (801) 561-7972 / Fax (801) 563-7148 

 

2381 Foote Drive, Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

Phone: (208)  227-0300 / Fax (208) 227-0318 

UTAH HELICOPTER, INC. 

Petee Pops Off 

A message from Brian ñPeteeò Peterson 

Utah Helicopter Chief Flight Instructor & Owner/Operator 

     Greetings!!! I hope 

each one of you is enjoy-

ing the sweetness of fly-

ing the greatest invention 

of all time. 

This month I have chosen 

to discuss the importance 

of the Practical Test Stan-

dards. I know in most of 

my training I always felt I 

was ready to move to the 

next level.  I wanted to get 

through my training and 

move on with my career, 

just as most of you do. I 

also wanted to save both 

time and money, but I 

hardly understood the 

importance of meeting the 

standards of the FAA and 

the school I attended, until 

I was finally an instructor 

myself. After instructing 

for over 4 years, acting as 

both an Assistant Chief 

Flight Instructor for an-

other school and now as 

Utah Helicopters Chief 

Flight Instructor, I have 

learned there is nothing 

more important than get-

ting trained to meet the 

standard.  Both money 

and time are secondary to 

the meeting this standard. 

So what is the 

standard and how do the 

FAA, Utah Helicopter, 

and our instructor’s gage, 

how and when you 

(student/applicant) are 

prepared and qualified for 

the Practical Tests? 

(Known by most as the 

infamous checkride.) 

Each certificate and rating 

has a set of standards and 

guidelines that must be 

met by each and every 

applicant before he/she 

can be recommended for 

checkride, these standards 

are found in the Practical 

Test Standards (PTS). 

The Practical 

Test Standard concept 

states “Federal Aviation 

Regulations (FAR’s) 

specify the areas in which 

knowledge and skill 

MUST be demonstrated 

by the applicant before the 

issuance of any pilot cer-

tificate. The FAR’s pro-

vide the flexibility to per-

mit the FAA to publish 

practical test standards 

co n ta in ing  sp ec i f i c 

TASKS in which pilot 

competency MUST be 

demonstrated. Adherence 

to the provisions of the 

regulations and the practi-

cal test standards is man-

datory for the evaluation 

of all pilot applicants.” 

You may ask, “What does 

this mean?”  It means 

before you will ever be 

recommended for a practi-

cal test all areas of the 

applicable PTS will be 

met. You will be profi-

cient in all areas, both 

knowledge and flight, for 

the applicable certificate 

sought.  Students typically 

ask, When will my check-

ride be?” or,  “how long 

will it take me?” The an-

swer to these questions 

lies in the PTS concept 

outlined above.  The 

many variables for each of 

you to think about when 

pondering these questions 

are many.  I will name a 

few: Your commitment, 

time spent with instructor 

both flight and ground 

(little time = little progress), 

sticking to scheduled times, 

study habits, skill level, 

attitude, focus, making your 

training high priority, meet-

i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d s 

(knowledge and flight), 

listening to instruction 

given, knowing your in-

structor has been on the 

other side before, under-

standing that your instructor 

will not recommend you if 

you are not 100% ready and 

prepared, etc… 

Utah Helicopter is 

committed to the excellence 

outlined by the FAA.  We 

do not cut corners or let 

applicants slip through any 

loopholes; all must meet the 

standard. Utah Helicopter is 

100% committed to prepare 

you for all certifi-

cates/ratings that you will 

be applying for during your 

schooling. We want our 

graduates to set the standard 

in the helicopter industry. I 

hate the term “blind leading 

the blind.”  I never want 

this phrase associated with 

Utah Helicopter. 

Please know that 

we want each of you to 

move forward in all areas of 

your training in a reason-

able time.  However, as 

noted above, much of your 

training is very much de-

pendent upon your commit-

ment and focus. Keep the 

concentration and you will 

have a great experience in 

all aspects of your training 

and in your future career as 

a helicopter pilot. 

The industry is looking 

great!! Keep your drive and 

sooner rather than later, you 

will be making the $ instead 

of spending it. 

 

Thanks to each and every 

one of you. 

Setting the standard for 

performance and  

quality...one pilot at a 

time 

See us online at:  

www. utahhelicopter.com 


