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Rich Frerichs  9/26 

Eric Marsing  9/21 

Craig Ericson  9/22 

Alex Waldron  9/9 

Mindy Braithwaite 

9/20 

Dave Ballard  9/16 

Funny: Navigational Tech Support 

A helicopter was flying 
above Seattle when an 
electrical malfunction dis-
abled all of the aircrafts 
electronic navigation and 
communications equip-
ment. Due to the clouds 
and the haze, the pilot 
could not determine the 
helicopters position and 
course to steer to the air-
port. The pilot the noticed 
a tall building and flew 
toward it. Circling the 

building, the pilot drew a 
handwritten sign and held 
it in the helicopter's win-
dow. The pilots sign said 
"WHERE AM I?" in large 
letters. People in the build-
ing quickly responded to 
the aircraft, drew a large 
sign and held it in the 
buildings' window. It said, 
"YOU ARE IN A HELICOP-
TER." The pilot smiled, 
waved, looked at his map, 
determined the course to 

the SeaTac Airport and 
landed safely. 
After they were on the 
ground, the co-pilot asked 
the pilot how the 'you are 
in a helicopter' sign helped 
determine their position. 
The pilot responded, "I 
knew that had to be the 
Microsoft building because 
they gave me a technically 
correct, but completely 
u s e l e s s  a n s w e r . "  
www.funmeme.com 
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Most Hours Flown in  

August Award  

Dave  Ballard: 91.5 hours     

Helicopter Movie Clichés:  
 

¸ The escaping hero and sidekick or partner 
climb aboard an unattended helicopter. One asks 

the other "Can you fly this thing?"  "No... but hang 

on!" comes the reply, and then the machine 

performs a decidedly wobbly takeoff.  

 

¸ In pursuit of a road vehicle, the hero - or his 

stuntman, at least - jumps down from a low -flying 

helicopter onto or into the wildly swerving vehi-

cle as it races along a conveniently deserted 

highway.  

 

¸ In the movies, a stolen helicopter only ever 

carries two minutes of aviation fuel. In such inci-

dents, the hero has to perform a dangerous 

emergency landing - a survivable technique 

called autorotation - while any machine piloted 

by a villain invariably blows up The moral of this 

is, of course - never get into a helicopter with an 

action movie bad guy!  

 

¸ A helicopter is forced to make an emergency 

landing on the roof of a building and it promptly 

crashes through the ceiling into a crowded room . 
 

www.rotaryaction.com  

Transformers 2007  Top Gun 1986  

Robinson R44 Surpasses 
R22 in Total Aircraft 

Produced 

When helicopter serial num-
ber 12435 receives its air-
worthiness certificate, 
theR44 will surpass the R22 
in the total number of air-
craft manufactured by Rob-
inson. 
- robinson newsletter 

Maybe the most difficult division of the helicopter industry to break in to. 

Breaking into the motion 
picture industry is the big-
gest challenge, which can 
take a long time.  You need 
to start with creating con-
tacts; generally jobs in this 
industry come by word of 
mouth.  Therein lies the 
problem; you need to have 
worked, and done a good 
job, in this industry to get 
hired in this industry.  

Here are a few tips to get 
you in good graces with the 
powers that be.  

Build your skills:  Since there 
are no formalized training 
programs for this area of 

flying, pilots need to take 
initiative to have their skills 
top notch.  One of the big-
gest factors of flying aerial 
productions is low level 
flying, as well as specialized 
maneuvers. (Rappelling, fast
-roping, rope ladder, short -

haul, under bridge flight, 

chasing picture cars and 
stunt transfers.)  

Ensuring Safety:  Aerial 
production work is high -risk 
and very demanding.  Pilots 
need to be aware and pre-
pared.  A waiver is required 
for FAA Regulation Part 
91.119(b) for any operations 
ñcloser than 500 feet from 
participating persons or 
property.ò  A plan of activi-
ties must be submitted to 
the FAA at least three days 
before the film operations 
begin, and the FAA must 
sign off on the activities.  

Knowing the Camera Sys-
tems:  This is pretty self 
explanatory, know your 
camera systems! 

Learn these tips, make your 
contacts, and keep your 
eyes to the skies! 
-thanks to Vertical Magazine 
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New Employees: 

Darby Probert, IDA Office Administra-

tor 

Solos: 

Ryan Parson, IDA Initial Solo 

Aaron Thomas, U77 Initial Solo 

Cory Manning began his helicopter 

pilot career in 2005 at our headquar-

ters in Spanish Fork.  When asked 

why he decided to fly he responded 

ñbecause it seemed 

like the furthest thing 

from what I was doing 

and I have always 

wanted to fly.ò  

Coryôs favorite maneuver to perform 

in a helicopter is split into two cate-

gories, as far as instruction goes his 

favorite is straight and level, but 

when he is pilot in command he loves 

pinnacles.  Coryôs greatest accom-

plishment in aviation is successfully 

training students through the entire 

helicopter program, and seeing them 

succeed.  When asked about his own 

career Cory isnôt sure which direction 

he wants to take his as there are ñso 

many cool helicopter jobs I couldnôt 

pick just one.ò  Coryôs favorite ex-

perience while flying has been a fu-

neral fly over.  ñI was the lead bird in 

a V formation with Gary Hansen on 

my left and Ryan Hudman on my 

right.  We came in low and slow, 

quite the experience.ò As far as 

Coryôs likes and dislikes, here goes:  

Coryôs favorite food is 

spicy and least favorite 

is fast food.  He likes 

Funk, Rock, and Punk 

music, and his favorite 

car is a 1977 Chevy Caprice Classic 4 

door.  His favorite smell is the ocean, 

mountains and rain.  His least favor-

ite is dumpsters, diapers, 

bad breath, B.O. ect. . .  

His heroes are his 

grandparents.  ñThey 

have helped me out so 

much with everything!ò  

If Cory could meet one 

person  it would be 

Meagan Foxx, and he 

would ask her if she 

wanted to go have din-

ner.  Cory enjoys other 

hobbies such as guitars, concerts, 

road trips, hiking, camping, and good 

health.  Coryôs final comment went 

something like this:  ñI am grateful to 

be working for Gary and Petee and 

this  company.  I have seen this com-

pany grow from one shotty office 

building, zero helicopters and one 

employee (me) to 8 helicopters, nu-

merous employees and three nice 

locations.  These guys spend every 

day working hard on keeping this 

company honest, safe and growing.  

They have given me a good foot hold 

on my career as a success-

ful helicopter pilot, they 

are great guys to work for 

as well as good friends.  To 

the students; keep remind-

ing yourself why you are 

doing this.  I know how 

tough and frustrating it can 

be going through school.  

It can almost take the thrill 

out of flying, but nothing is 

better than earning that 

first paycheck as a professional heli-

copter pilot!ò 

    The pilots entered Russia on Sunday, Au-

gust 10 the most challenging portion of their 

record attempt - ŘǳōōŜŘ ǘƘŜ άDǊŀƴŘ !ŘǾŜƴπ

ǘǳǊŜέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ 

During the attempt to break the around 

the world speed record in an AgustaWest-

land Grand helicopter ς pilots Scott 

Kasprowicz and Steve Sheik have set a 

new speed record on the first leg of their 

trip from New York City to London. This 

record setting flight covered 3,449 nauti-

cal miles and took the crew 40 hours, 41 

minutes breaking the current record by 

over 35 hours. The record of the flight will 

be submitted to the National Aeronautical 

Association for ratification. 

in 3.5 days and presently are on schedule 

to enter the United States through Nome, 

Alaska. They will travel through almost 

every state before landing back in New 

Y o r k  n e x t  w e e k . 

  As of today, August 13, the crew has 

completed the first five legs of the trip, 

which included 30 fuel stops and an over-

ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ !Ǝǳǎǘŀ²ŜǎǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

facility in Cascina Costa, Italy.  

 

-www. Agustawestland.com 

Congratulations! Check Rides, Solos, and New Employees 

New World Speed Record from New York to London set by 

Kasprowicz and Sheik in AgustaWestland Grand helicopter 

Check Rides: 

Rachel Teater, U42 CFII 

Blaine Jemmett, IDA Private 

Scott Banning, U42 

Commercial 

Director of Operations Spotlight U77 ð Cory Manning 

ñTo me flying is something 

most people canôt do.ò 

Check Rides: 

Kade Gourley, U77 CFI 

Trent Behumin, U42 Private 

Benton Blake, U42 

Commercial 



Director of Operations Spotlight U42ð Ryan Hudman 
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with Utah Helicopter you can 
probably find him spending time 
with his lovely wife 
Erin, their two children 
Denali and Zac and their 
Jack Russel Terrier, 
Chopper.  Ryan likes to 
watch baseball, his fa-
vorite movie Guardian, 
or his favorite TV show 
The Unit.  He also likes 
to read Rotor & Wing 
and John Grisham 
books, and listen to 
INXS.  Ryan's first car was a Ford 

Fiesta, but has im-
proved his tastes 
since then and now 
his favorite vehicle is 
a Toyota Land 

Cruiser FJ40.  His favorite food is 
sushi, and his least favorite is left-

overs.  On Ryan's screen 
saver at home you will find 
a picture of the 1952 
Hughes XH-28 helicopter.  
When asked if he could 
meet one person (dead or 
alive) Ryan answered, 
Ȱ(Ï×ÁÒÄ (ÕÇÈÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 
in the day he developed 
technology and ideas and 
created companies still in 
use.  He also lead the way in 

ÔÏÄÁÙͻÓ ÁÅÒÏÓÐÁÃÅ ÆÉÅÌÄȢȱ  2ÙÁÎͻÓ 
ÈÅÒÏ ÉÓ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ ȰÈÅ ÉÓ ÈÁÒÄ 
worker, kind heart and is quick to 
ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅȢȱ  2ÙÁÎ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÌÆ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ 
glass-half-full kinda guy, and we are 
so glad to have him around! 

Ryan Hudman has wanted to fly 
since he was a kid.  His helicopter 
pilot career started in Provo with 
UHI, and he joined up with Utah 
Helicopter in April of 2007.  Since 
becoming a helicopter pilot Ryan's 
greatest accomplishment is having 
checked out as Pilot in Command in 
S 76.  His favorite maneuver to per-
ÆÏÒÍ ÉÎ Á ÈÅÌÉÃÏÐÔÅÒ ÉÓ ȰÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȦȱ  
When asked what his most nerve 
racking experience in a helicopter 
×ÁÓ ÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȟ Ȱ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÕÔÏÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȢȱ  2ÙÁÎͻÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ 
helicopter job would be to fly for 
EMS, and his favorite 
experience while fly-
ing (so far) has been 
flying an Agusta A109.  
When Ryan isn't flying 

Dave Ballard: husband, father of almost 
three, college educated, closet comedian, 
true helicopter man, all things that come 
to mind when you think of our IDA Direc-
tor of Operations.  While reading through 
Daveôs spotlight question-
naire it struck me just how 
much this man truly loves 
helicopters, Utah helicopter, 
and all that that encom-
passes.   
Dave has been married to 
his wife, Heather, for 6 
years, and they have 2 
beautiful little girls, Sammi 
and Sadi, with one more on 
the way.  Dave began his training in July 
of 2005 with Suncrest Aviation and joined 
our team in October of 2006.  When 
asked what made him want to fly helicop-
ters Dave answered, ñIf you have ever 
had a job that you wake up and say ówhy 
am I doing this, it is not cool?ô  Youôll 
understand why I love to fly helicopters.  
This is one of the few careers that never 
gets old.ò  Daveôs favorite maneuver to 
perform in a helicopter is a steep ap-
proach with a 15kt headwind, and his 
greatest accomplishment so far is seeing 
the success of students he has taught.   
Now Iôm supposed to tell you all of 
Daveôs likes and dislikes, but his final 
comment on his questionnaire is so per-
fect (and long) I couldnôt shorten it and 
there is only so much room, so here it is:  
ñThere is no other career that Iôm aware 

of like this one where you can go from 
nowhere to somewhere really fast.  Let 
me tell you a little bed time story of a boy 
who wanted more out of life than selling 
cell phones and just getting by.  Yes, this 

is about me of course.  I gradu-
ated with a bachelor in Psychol-
ogy from the University of Utah.  
It was 4 years of my life and just 
over $30,000 for tuition.  The 
best job I could find money wise 
was selling cell phones which 
did not require my college edu-
cation.  So I decided to look into 
grad school.  For a MBA and 2 
more years of school it was $60 

to $70,000 for tuition at the U of U.  Law 
school is 4 more years of school and 
$160,000 give or take.  The average 
starting salary for a 
MBA graduate is 
$50,000.  Law 
strictly depends on 
what type of law 
and office you work 
for but high end 
starting out is about $70,000.  This is 
Monday through Friday every week. 
So, 10 months later I became a CFII 
helicopter pilot for $80,000 tuition.  It 
happened just like that.   It has now been 
3yrs since I started this career and this is 
where I am at.  Letôs talk money.  As an 
instructor I started out @ $20hr.  I worked 
hard and made myself available for stu-
dents and made just under $40,000 first 

year. 2nd year was about the same with a 
little increase.  During this time I have 
built just over 1300hrs of flight time.  I 
now have the experience to start a new 
career in a different field in the helicopter 
industry making upwards of $55,000 to 
$70,000 for 6 months out of the year. 
Compare the two choices.  The MBA 
program cost roughly $10,000 more and 
would take 6years of schooling.  The Law 
degree cost almost double and 8yrs of 
schooling.  Iôm 3yrs into it and have al-
ready produced an income that equals 
my tuition and will start earning even 
more.   Taking all things into considera-
tion, I think I made the right career move.  
This is a great way to make a living.   
More important than money is the fact 
that I enjoy what I am doing. 

Now I know youôre 
all asking why Iôm 
still here if I could be 
making so much 
more money else-
where.  Well, in truth 
I have a man crush 

on Ryan Hudman but for the real answer 
youôll have to give me a call or email me 
dave@utahhelicopter.com. 
For all those in school or thinking about it, 
this is an amazing and rewarding career.  
Your hard work will pay off.  Donôt make 
excuses, keep a positive attitude and 
good things will happen. 
I believe ñlateò is the cool way to end a 
conversation now-a-days.ò  

Director of Operations Spotlight IDA ð Dave Ballard 

ñCollective all the way down, now back 

up, up, up keep your scan going, whereôs 

the needle, whereôs your airspeed . . . I 

have control.ò 

ñBelieve nothing of what you 

hear and only half of what you 

see.ò 

mailto:dave@utahhelicopter.com
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UTAH HELICOPTER, INC. 

Headquarters: 56 East 3450 North, Spanish 

Fork,  UT 84660 

Phone: (801) 794-2480 / Fax (801) 794-2470 

 

7220 South 4450 West, Suite #203 

 West Jordan, UT 84084 

Phone: (801) 561-7972 / Fax (801) 563-7148 

 

2381 Foote Drive, Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

Phone: (208)  227-0300 / Fax (208) 227-0318 

See us online at:  

www. utahhelicopter.com 

Setting the standard for 

performance and  

quality...one pilot at a time 

Erinôs Echo 
A message from Erin Hudman 

Utah Helicopterõs Regional Office Manager/Financial Administrator 

Itõs sometimes hard 

with a new and grow-
ing company for every-

one to be on the same 
page.  Espe-

cially, with 
an ever 

c h a n g i n g 
f i n a n c i n g 

indus t ry ! ! !  
S o ,  I 

thought Iõd 
offer some 

information 
and a few words of 

advice.  We, as a com-
pany, would like all of 

our students to do well 
and move on to be suc-

cessful pilots in the 
industry.  But in order 

to do this you have to 
have your financing in 

place.  So, itõs impor-
tant for you to always 

know where you are.  

A few helpful tips:      

   ̧ Open a separate 

checking account spe-

cifically for your dis-

bursements 

 B̧efore you bring 

your payments in on 
Mondayõs re-

view your ac-
count and make 

sure there arenõt 

discrepancies. 

   ̧ Keep track 
of your finances 

and ask ques-

tions. 

   ̧ If you get down to 

$10,000 and you know 
itõs not 

enough 
to finish, 

commu-
n i c a t e 

with me 
and get things started 

BEFORE you have to 

go on hold. 

Itõs important for you 
to be responsible as a 

student because it di-
rectly reflects how you 

will be as an instructor.  

Make sure you make 

your payments EVERY 
MONDAY, regardless 

of what you owe.  
Make sure you are 

open to advice from 
Office Personnel, In-

structors, Owners, etc.  
They have been 

through it and know 
what theyõre talking 

about or know who to 
refer you to.  Iõm al-

ways here to answer 
questions for potential 

students, students, in-

structors, etc.  Donõt 
hesitate to call.  Office: 

801.794.2480, Cell: 
801.471.4083 or you 

can email me at 
erin@utahhelicopter.co

m 

ñ Deny, Deny, Deny, Ap-

proved!  Yea!!ò 

A FEW TIPS FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PLANNING AND STUDENT LOANS 

Monthly Quote:  
 

ñWe who fly do so for the love of flying. We are alive in the air with this 
miracle that lies in our hands and beneath our feet.ò   

- Cecil Day Lewis 

Upcoming Events:  
OPEN HOUSES AT ALL THREE LOCATIONS 

IDA:  BALL-DROP AT THE ñCIVIL WARò  HILLCREST VS. BONNEVILLE 

CHECK RIDES AND SOLOS  


