
Bridge.Patrick Day, Liberty Heli-

copter's vice president of charter 

marketing  --  and a pilot -- said the 

average commuter could save up 

to 14 hours of travel time a week. 

ñThe big thing about helicopters 

is that it is all about saving time,ò 

Day told NBCNewYork. 

Liberty Helicopter began running 

ads about the commuter charter 

service at the end of February. 

Since, the company has received 

inquires from nearly 300 people, 

about 150 of whom who are seri-

ous potential clients.  

ñWe got hammered by the reces-

sion,ò said Day. ñItôs been 18 

months. The phones have starting 

ringing again like they rang in 

2008.ò 

 

Continue to page 2... 

 

A New Jersey helicopter com-

pany offers commuter flights to 

Manhattan for $200 a day 

By GRACE WEST 

The status of the recession is up 

in the air. 

A New Jersey based helicopter 

charter and sightseeing service, 

Liberty Helicopter Inc., is offer-

ing commuter flights to Manhat-

tan for about $200 a day, indicat-

ing a possible economic turn-

around for Wall Street, 

Bloomberg.com reported. 

For $99 one-way on weekdays 

and $139 on weekends, clients 

can be flown from Port Mon-

mouth, NJ to landing pads at Pier 

6 near Wall Street and East 30th 

Street in a matter of minutes. 

Each helicopter can accommo-

date up to six passengers. 

In comparison, one-way rides 

from Atlantic Highlands to Man-

hattan on the SeaStreak ferry cost 

$23 and take about one hour. 

The flight takes about eight min-

utes to travel the 20 mile distance, 

during which clients fly above the 

Statue of Liberty, Governors Is-

land and the Verrazano-Narrows 

Eli Hobbs believes ñwhere thereôs a 

will, there is a wayò.  He started at 

our Pocatello, Idaho location about 9 

months ago.  He is a glass half full 

kind of guy who loves the outdoors 

and spends little time watching mov-

ies, TV or reading magazines.  How-

ever, you will catch him watching 

UFC once in awhile.  His first vehicle 

was an Eagle Talon but these days 

heôs driving a Nissan GT-R.  He loves 

to eat anything with noodles, loves 

alternative rock and has the cosmos as 

his screensaver at home.  He decided 

he wanted to fly helicopters while 

working for the Forest Service.  He 

was hiking on the ground while they 

were flying overhead.  His dream job 

is anything that puts him in the air and 

he is most proud of his first solo flight.  

His favorite experience was landing at 

his house and to him ñflying is my 

time to relaxò.  His most nerve racking 

experience was flying through Port-

neuf gap, soloing and his Private Pilot 

check ride.   

  

Heôs hoping one day heôll be able to do 

back flips in the helicopter but for now 

he loves off airport landings.  His per-

sonal quote: ñfind a job you like and you 

wonôt work a day in your life.ò 

Mike Hewitt/Staff  

New Commuter Helicopter Flights to Manhattan May  

Reflect Economy on Rise 
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THANK YOU TO ALL 

WHO TURNED IN 

SCHOLARSHIP       

APPLICATIONS.    

WINNERS WILL BE 

ANNOUNCED APRIL 

15TH!  

 

SUMMER EVENTS  

AND BBQõS COMING 

SOON!  

http://www.nbcnewyork.com/topics?topic=Patrick+Day
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/results/?keywords=%22GRACE+WEST%22&author=y&sort=date
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/topics?topic=Liberty+Helicopter+Inc.
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/topics?topic=Manhattan
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/topics?topic=Manhattan
http://www.nbcnewyork.com/topics?topic=Wall+Street
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109&sid=aWz55bmEsxa8&pos=10
http://utahhelicopter.com/utah_helicopter/
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òWe are all 

required to make 

a ôgoõ or ôno goõ decision 

almost daily on our 

flights.  FAR 91.103 

states that we need to 

become familiar with 

ALL available 

information concerning 

each flight.ó   

David Rasmussen; IDA Location Manager 

New Commuter Flights continued... 
In the New York area, the cor-

porate helicopter industry ac-

counts for about one-third of 

total helicopter traffic, Robert 

Grotell, an independent trans-

portation consultant in Port 

Jefferson, NY, told 

Bloomberg.com. He said the 

interest in Liberty Helicoptersô 

commuter charter service 

could be a sign of how much 

Wall Street has bounced back. 

ñWhen an economy turns sour, 

corporate air transportation 

seems to be one of the first 

things thatôs affected, and itôs 

usually one of the last things to 

come back,ò Grotell told 

Bloomberg.com. 

After measuring last yearôs vol-

ume of helicopter flights, Jeff 

Smith, chairman of the Eastern 

Region Helicopter Council in 

Yardley, Pennsylvania, told 

Bloomberg.com that there had 

been a 45 percent decline, but 

has been reversing since Febru-

ary. 

According to Day, business has 

gone up about 10-15 percent in 

March, and is expected to do 

the same this summer. 

ñThose services that people 

went away from, theyôre com-

ing back to because theyôre 

realizing the value of time,ò 

Day said. 

In the summer of 2008, Liberty 

Helicopters employed 138 peo-

ple, which since dropped to a 

recent low of 47 employees. 

Now, Day believes that things 

are getting better. The company 

has hired 6 new pilots, 3 me-

chanics and 4 administrative 

staff members, and is looking to 

hire more people by May. 

Weekend commuter charter 

service began Friday, with the 

first flight to Manhattan that left 

New Jersey at 4:30pm. Week-

day service will begin in April. 

For more information, visit Lib-

erty Helicopters on the web. 
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to be checked, but leave the blan-

ket statement of all information.  

This makes us responsible as al-

ways for our own safety.  We 

should always be checking the 

weather to make sure it is safe to 

fly. 

 

With the warming weather we 

need to be more frequently check-

ing our performance charts.  The 

POH section 5 is all about per-

formance.  We can quickly check 

and figure out the density altitude 

for each flight using the chart 

provided.  Depending on the den-

sity altitude our whole flight could 

be completely different from the day 

before or change throughout the day.  

We could have a much higher than 

normal sink rate in an auto.  We may 

not be able to do that awesome steep 

approach to a pinnacle.  We may not 

be able to do an OGE or IGE hover at 

the airport that we wanted to go to.  

We should always be preparing our-

selves for each flight by checking all 

of the available information possible.  

This will help us to insure that we are 

not exceeding limitations or poten-

tially putting ourselves into an unsafe 

environment. 

 

Being a pilot is not just being able to 

fly.  It is being able to make the right 

decisions on what you should do to be 

a safe pilot.  This is why our training 

includes so much.  We need to be able 

to get the available information for 

each flight and know how to use that 

information to make safe choices.  

Always make sure you are prepared as 

a student and instructor for each flight 

that you do.  This will ensure your 

safety as well as the safety of every-

one around you! 

Spring is here!  The weather is 

getting better and better and  

here in Idaho we are finally start-

ing to thaw out.  With the warm-

ing temperatures we definitely 

have to continue to be prepared 

for our flights.  When checking 

out an aircraft we select a box 

that states that we have checked 

weather.  I recently watched as a 

student walked to the window, 

looked outside and then stated 

that the weather was good 

enough to fly.  I almost said 

something but then his instructor 

asked him if he would pull up 

some weather on the internet.  

They did this and yes the 

weather was still good enough to 

fly.  I think that this can defi-

nitely be a learning experience 

for everyone.  We are all re-

quired to make a ógoô or óno goô 

decision almost daily on our 

flights.  FAR 91.103 states that 

we need to become familiar with 

ALL available information con-

cerning each flight.  They in-

clude a list of mandatory things 

U T H  R O T O R  N E W S  

www.utahhelicopter.com  

http://www.nbcnewyork.com/topics?topic=Bloomberg+LP
http://www.libertyhelicopterscharter.com/
http://www.libertyhelicopterscharter.com/
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Hawaiian Shirt Day 

at Utah Helicopter!!!  

Yes, yes it is as fun 

as it looks!!!  


