
By Anna Nydegger 

Utah Helicopter welcomed 

local residents at their grand 

opening event in Pocatello on 

January 05, 2009 at the Poca-

tello Regional Airport, where 

interested residents had a 

chance to sign up for classes 

and begin their journey to be-

come career helicopter pilots.  

 ―We wanted to open our doors 

and offer Idaho residents the 

chance to see what becoming a 

career helicopter pilot can do 

for them in the marketplace 

today,‖ said Brian Peterson, 

Chief Flight Instructor (CFII) 

and co-owner of Utah Helicop-

ter.  ―Every day we hear about 

companies that are looking to 

hire well-trained pilots and it 

is exciting!‖ 

Today‘s helicopter pilots are 

making anywhere from 

$40,000-$55,000 their first 

year, and many pilots are 

making upwards of $100,000 

with exceptional benefits after 

just three years in the industry. 

Gary Hansen, CFII and co-

owner has seen the demand for 

highly skilled helicopter pilots 

increase and loves to see his 

graduating students move on to 

exciting and well paying ca-

reers. 

―It is very rewarding to see 

many of our students be able to 

complete our training program 

in under a year‘s time and take 

on great job‘s ‖, he remarked. 

―To know that we played a part 

in making a difference in the 

lives of people needing a career 

change makes it all worth it.‖ 

Utah Helicopter opened a flight 

school in Idaho Falls earlier 

this year and have since seen 

an explosion in interest in their 

career helicopter pilot training 

program prompting them to 

open the Pocatello school. 

            ********* 

Pocatello Open House a success! 
Idaho residents get their chance to fly 

UTH BIRTHDAYS !  

JANUARY 2009  

Aaron Welch   01/14 

Blake Benton 01/22 

Todd Baugh 01/19 

MEET JASON FOOTE 

POCATELLO’S  NEW CHIEF OF OPERATIONS 

 Jason may be known for his 

love of chocolate around the 

office but his love for flying 

is even more evident!   Jason 

started his helicopter train-

ing in April of 2006. He 

wanted to become a pilot so 

badly that he signed up for 

his schooling before even tak-

ing a demo flight!  Jason was 

glad he didn‘t because he actu-

ally became very air sick on his 

first flight but now there was no 

turning back! Since that time he 

has quickly advanced his career 

to become the newest chief of 
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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Don’t Forget! 

Check your UTH email at 

least 3 times a week for 

important news & updates! 

Pocatello Open House 
Demo Flight Winners 

Announced! 

We would like congratulate 
R. Forbush, S. Winegar, K. 
Dayton , J. Cottrell & C. Holtry 

On winning the demo flight 
door prizes at our event. 

If you have not scheduled 
your flight please call Jason 
Foote, Chief of Operations, at 
208. 233. 4365. 

“I love what  do because it 

gives me satisfaction when I 

see my students pass and 

move on with their training.” 
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Check Rides 

U42 Students: 

Drew Baum– commercial 

Benton Blake– CFI 

Scott Banning– CFI 

 

U77 Students: 

Mike Greene– CFI 

Brice Wilson— CFI 

IDA- 

Derek Quirl– Instrument 

Mike Robinson– Private 

operations for Utah Helicopter.    

Jason was born and raised in Pleasant 

Grove, Utah, where he spent a lot of 

time hunting, fishing, hiking, snow-

boarding and participating in several 

other sports.  When he is not at the air-

port training students—which is rare, he 

enjoys heading home to his wife and 2 

sons (with a baby girl on the way), and 

winding down with some  episodes of 

―Prison Break‖ and ―24‖. 

Jason has always wanted to become a 

helicopter pilot and is excited to help 

others achieve the same dream that he 

has. 

―I love what I do because it gives me 

satisfaction when I see my students pass 

and move on with their training,‖  says 

Foote of his experience with his stu-

dents. 

 We are so excited to have Jason and his 

experience at our newest Pocatello loca-

tion!  If you need to reach him feel free 

to call him at 1.208.233.4365 or email 

him at Jason@utahhelicopter.com 

enough to know there are too many 

things that divert your attention away 

from these goals.  I‘m not going to 

write a long letter telling everyone 

how to maintain your focus, but I will 

tell you the more energy and time you 

put into your schooling/training, the 

more you will enjoy it.  If you put 

minimal effort into your training, you 

will enjoy it about the same.  Becom-

ing a helicopter pilot is what most of 

you have always wanted to do your 

entire life…because it is so awesome, 

fun, and very rewarding, however, it is 

also expensive, it takes effort, sacri-

fice, commitment, focus, etc…and you 

are the ones that will show yourself, 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone 

had a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year.  It will be great to toss 

out all the old baggage of ‗08 and 

start a new year off clean. 

For those of you who just joined 

Utah Helicopter…WELCOME, we 

are so happy you have chosen Utah 

Helicopter as your flight school, we 

know you will find your training 

very rewarding. 

 To all students; you have chosen 

being a pilot as a career and the 

New Year is a great time to refocus 

your energy and attention back on 

your career goals.  Most of you 

have been at your training long 

your instructor, and if these things 

really matter to you.   I know the 

energy and commitment I have put 

into my career has paid my family 

and myself many dividends, and I 

know it will do the same for each of 

you, if you put your heart into your 

training.  Your commitment to your 

training will establish your commit-

ment to your career! 

  

 

Congratulations! Check Rides, Solos, and New Employees 

Jason Foote continued from page 1 

A Message From the Chief Brian “Petee” Peterson  

New Employees: 

Jason Foote– Chief of Operations,  

           Pocatello 

Mike Greene– Flight Instructor 

           Pocatello 

Career Quiz: 

This job  pays upwards of 

$55,000 per year plus 
generous tips and benefits. 

This job allows you to view 

white sandy beaches, 
celebrity homes or national 
monuments. 

There are hundreds of these 

jobs available throughout 
the United States! 

 

First correct  answer to  
anna@utahhelicopter.com 

wins a prize! 

 

 


