
Structured helicopter training 
began with the first commercial 
certification of a Bell 47 in 1946. 
By the late 1970s, helicopters had 
participated in two major wars 
and pilots were learning to fly on 
a variety of different helicopter 
types at flight schools, utilizing 
regulated training programs. Now 
that another 30 years has come 
and gone, I’ve begun to wonder, is 
helicopter training any better than 
when I first started flying?  

Certainly instrument training is 
more common now and visual 
flight rules pilots have better 
height and heading discipline. 
Certified flight instructors also 
receive better training in proce-
dures and emergencies, and more 
instructors now have high-time 
career experience. Good close-to-
the-ground skills are important in 
many helicopter operations, such 
as vertical reference and moun-
tain flying, and are given more 
emphasis now in basic training. 
Improved control during takeoff 
and landing has greatly assisted in 
the reduction of accidents caused 
by dynamic rollover. Mountain 
training continues to address the 
need for good wind awareness 
and power management. Some of 
the early mountain pilots who 

were self-taught in this skill have 
moved on to instruction and 
written manuals about proce-
dures and experiences . Teaching 
full-on autorotations is still a 
matter of opinion and a safety 
concern with many. However, 
more check pilots and instructors 
are now safe and proficient at 
touching down without the assist 
of the engine, and are thus able 
to provide good instruction in this 
important helicopter skill.   

In terms of differences between 
Canada and the U.S., Canadian 
flight schools emphasize bush 
operations more, because this 
commercial activity is far more 
widespread in remote northern 
areas. Americans focus on speed 
close to the ground to be safe, 
whereas Canadians seem to teach 
the importance of good helicop-
ter control as a primary motiva-
tion. Canadian flight schools 
explore many different types of 
confined-area procedures, while 
in the U.S. these procedures are 
more standardized. Also, Canadi-
ans no longer include rapid decel-
erations in flight-testing, while 
quick stops are still part of a pilot 
check ride in the U.S.  Teaching 
pilots to make informed decisions 
has always been an integral part 

of flight training. Pilot decision mak-
ing is now a formal ground school 
subject and often a separate course. 
Good airmanship and a liberal dose 
of common sense go a long way to 
ensuring the safe outcome of every 
flight. Emergency procedures training 
and off-airport, confined-area proce-
dures are still the exercises that, if 
thoroughly addressed in training, 
produce the best and most employ-
able new pilots.  

Overall, flight training is definitely 
getting better. In the next 30 years, 
though, the design and use of heli-
copters will no doubt change greatly, 
and our understanding of flight will 
surely improve. It will be interesting 
to see how flight training in 2038 
reflects these changes.  (Andy Roe of 
Vertical Magazine)  
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There is a well-known adage in the helicopter business, which says, “Once you fly a helicopter, you 

will never go back to fixed wing”.  This is so true in many cases; many who opt for the fixed wing life 
always yearn for the true freedom of rotary wing flight.  There are few more interesting, exciting, and 
ultimately challenging flying jobs anywhere in the industry.  Most, after falling in love with it, would 
not trade for any other flying career. The opportunities are ripe for the up and coming helicopter pilot 
these days.  It was once a field abounding in Vietnam era pilots with no intent on leaving a job that 
had given them so many experiences.  Age and the lure of retirement has dwindled their numbers to 
the point of crisis in the helicopter industry.  Most companies are continually searching for pilots to fill 
pilot seats in everything from Offshore Oil Support to Helicopter Tours.  The 3000-hour total time 
requirement for employment of the past has been shaved in some cases to 500 hours. So, you think to 
yourself, why aren’t new pilots breaking the doors down to the commercial operators since the need 
is so great.  The answer is simple – you still have to pay your dues in this business to get to the point of 
being a marketable pilot.  Just as in many other businesses, operators want he most qualified person-
nel for their money, so the more time your have, the more appealing you are to helicopter operators.  
Also a good and valid point is building time in industry-respected aircraft.  Bell, Hiller, Hughes, 
Schweizer, Enstrom and Robinson are all respected names in the industry due to the fact that the 
trainers built by their companies are not only used for training, but a wide variety of commercial jobs.  
Don’t let the lure of a bit cheaper training and the banter of those who supposedly are in the know, 
cloud your judgment on choosing a training helicopter.  Choose by safety record, industry acceptance 
(by the larger companies), and the utility of the aircraft for the type of training to be done.  The plan-
ning it takes for the path of a professional pilot is not easy; it takes a lot of research, logic, and study of 
industry needs.  Don’t get discouraged, just set your mind to do it and get started! -hothelicopters.com 
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ñ To me, flying is a better job 

than the next guy!ò  Trent Be-

hunin began his training with 

Utah Helicopter at our West 

Jordan location in April 2008. 

Trent first heard an add on the 

radio and it sparked his interest 

to become a helicopter pilot. 

Trent has currently received his 

private pilot license which his is 

greatest aviation accomplish-

ment thus far. His favorite ma-

neuver to perform is that of 

many other pilots 

ñAutorotaionsò! Trentôs dream 

helicopter job would be ñ Own-

ing my own helicopter company 

and doing heli skiing here in 

Utah ò Trentôs favorite experi-

ence thus far: ñ just taking a nice 

relaxing flight through Weber 

Canyon, Heber and back to 

U42.ò Trentôs most nerve rack-

ing experience ; ñ was his first 

solo in a helicopter.ò Trent has 

two very old dogs that he de-

scribes has being more work 

than fun.. His first vehicle was a 

1998 Dodge Neon, and while 

Trent doesn't have a favorite 

vehicle he does like the Mazda 

RX8, and anything Lotus.  A 

few of Trentôs favorite things 

include Motocross, playing 

guitar, hunting and wakeboard-

ing. Trentôs favorite movie is Pineapple 

express  if you would like the reason for it 

being his favorite you will have to ask 

Trent!  His favorite TV show is the Office 

and simply put ñ its Hilariousò! Trent 

doesn't read much but he finds Popular 

Science particularly interesting. His Fa-

vorite music includes Rock , Punk and 

Country, his favorite artist is John Mayer, 

Trentôs favorite foods are Mexican, any-

thing spicy and crab.  When asked if the 

glass is half empty or half full Trentôs 

response was this ñ That depends on if it 

was full and you drank half or if you only 

filled it up half way.ò Trent is a great 

addition to our Utah Helicopter team and 

we really enjoy having him !  
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Mindy Braithwaite ð commercial  

Mike Hess - Private  
Jake  Finn ð Instrument   

ñAll that is necessary for the 

triumph of evil is that good men 

do nothing ò 

ò It is Possible to Fly with out motors, But not without Knowledge and Skill ó- Wilbur Wright  

A Eurocopter Bo.105 from Victoria, B.C., frequently 
goes to sea aboard the icebreaker Canadian coast 
Guard Ship (CCGS) Sir Wilfrid laurier. The highlight of 
that little machineõs seagoing year is an annual north-
ward migration to spend its summer toiling in Can-

adaõs Arctic.  

 CCGS Sir Wilfrid Laurier, which is based at 
Victoria, patrols the western Arctic during the short 
navigation season, and each carries a Bo.105. Nation-
wide, CCg helicopters are a collaboration of federal 
government agencies. The machines are owned by 
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, while the 
pilots and engineers are provided by Transport Can-

ada. 

 Operating from its land base, or Laurierõs 
tiny aft flight deck, the 105 supports diverse projects 
along the British Columbiaõs extensive coast. Over 
southern home waters, the helicopterõs primary du-
ties include resupply and maintenance of light sta-
tions and mountaintop repeater stations, pollution 
surveillance, and fisheries conservation and enforce-
ment. Search and rescue is a secondary role, because 
military aircraft are the chief SAR responders in Can-
ada, nevertheless, about 30 such missions are flown 
each year. It is in the land of the midnight sun where 
the 105õs stack really soars. In the Arctic, its count-
less sorties off Laurierõs stern include: hauling crews 

that share Laurierõs laboratory spaces; scouting 
navigational options when operating in ice-infested 
waters; flying SAR missions and medevaces where 
other help is scant; and aiding local police and other 

authorities. 

  Without the helicopter, most of the Arctic 
work canõt happen. There are no ship-sized docks, 
and its impractical to get crews and equipment 
ashore by small boat. Most of the featureless, 
gravel-rock island barely show above sea level. The 
water is so shallow that youõd have to get out of the 
boat and wade in-which wouldnõt be healthy or 
pleasant. òThe machine is a valuable extensions of 

the shipó 


